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FOLLOWING SENT ACTION SECSTATE, INFO AMMAN, TEHRAN, KUWAIT, 
APRIL 9, FROM JIDDA REPEATED TO YOU: 

QUOTE SECRET JIDDA 145 1 

EXDIS 

DEPT PASS USCINCEUR AND SECDEF 

E. O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: MASS KU 

SUB J : KUWAITI REQUEST FOR US ASSISTANCE 
REF: A. JIDDA 1319, TEHRAN 2166; C. KUWAIT 1147 

1. AMBASSADOR HAS RAISED WITH BOTH DEPUTY FONMIN MAS' UD 
AND MINSTATE FONAFFAIRS SAQQAF QUESTION OF PRESENT 
KUWAIT IRAQ TENSION. NEITHER HAS BEEN VERY FORTH- 
COMING. MAS' UD 1 S UNENLIGHTENING REACTION CONTAINED REFTEL A. 

2. WHEN I MENTIONED SUBJECT TO SAQQAF APRIL 8, HE 
COMMENTED THAT THERE ARE ENOUGH QUARRELS BETWEEN ARABS 
THESE DAYS AND ONE MORE IS TOO MANY. HE WAS HOPEFUL 
VISIT OF IRAQI DELEGATION TO KUWAIT MIGHT YIELD RESULTS. 

HE THOUGH IT POSSIBLE KUWAITIS WOULD BE ABLE BUY OFF 
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IRAQ WITH SUBSTANTIAL LOAN OR GRANT. SAQQAF HAD 
RETURNED TO SAUDI ARABIA FROM BEIRUT ONLY EVENING BEFORE 
I SAW HIM AND MAY NOT HAVE BEEN WELL INFORMED. 

3. HOWEVER, MORE INCLINED INTERPRET SAUDI RETICENCE 
AS REFLECTING STRONG SAUDI HOPE THEY MAY BE ABLE STAY 
DISENGAGED. SAUDIS, AS WE KNOW, HAVE BEEN WORRIED 
ABOUT IRAQI FEINTS AT THEIR OWN BORDER; SAUDI ARMY IS 
AT PRESENT ENTIRELY IN WESTERN REGIONS. I. E„ JORDAN, 

TABUK, TAIF AND KHAMIS MUSHAYT. THERE ARE NO TANKS 
IN EASTERN PART OF COUNTRY. HOWEVER, NATIONAL GUARD 
UNITS COULD BE MOVED ABOUT AS DEMONSTRATION OF STRENGTH. 
(GUARD HAS, OF COURSE, ONLY SMALL ARMS AND CREW- SERVED 
WEAPONS, PERUVIAN DELE- 
GATION WOULD BE LACK OF PROGRESS ON THREE LOAN APPLICATIONS 
NOW AWAITING DECISION IDB BOARD. HE GAVE EMBOFFS IMPRES- 
SION THAT PERU WOULD EXERT STRONG PRESSURE BOTH PRIOR TO 
MEETING AND AT MEETING ON THIS ISSUE. EMBASSY BELIEVES 
PERUVIAN DELEGATION WILL MAKE STRONG ATTACK ON IDB 
AND U. S. IF NO ACTION TAKEN ON THESE LOANS PRIOR TO MEET- 
ING. BROUSSET SAID OTHER IMPORTANT ISSUES ON AGENDA IN- 
CLUDE PARTICIPATION BY NONMEMBER COUNTRIES IN BANK FINANC- 
ING AND ISSUE OF REEVALUATION OF BANK RESOURCES, ETC. 

RE RECENT CURRENCY REALIGNMENTS. 
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